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 III. Evaluation Studies and Impact
                                    
Demographics

IUSWP serves nine counties in the IUS service area and fifteen more in southern Indiana.  We are made up of urban, suburban, and rural communities with ethnic diversity highest in the urban districts and lowest in rural areas, ranging from 2% to 21%.  Poverty, as determined by free and reduced lunch, ranges from approximately 20% to 55%.

Listed is a “snapshot” of our demographics which might best be demonstrated by the following four school districts:  Greater Clark, West Clark, New Albany Floyd County, and Scott County District 1.  These school districts represent two large urban school districts and two rural districts that are served by the IUSWP.  

The demographic data for our area is a strong indicator that there is work to be done by the IUSWP.  High-stakes state testing, nationally mandated tests, and changes in the SAT have raised the bar for student performance in writing.  IUSWP is a relatively new site and has not embarked on an empirical study of student test scores in writing project classrooms.  The following section, however, describes impressive quantitative data, which demonstrates the spiraling effects of IUSWP TCs in delivering professional development at school, local, and state levels.

Canaan Elementary School Wide Writing Plan
Three Canaan Elementary teachers attended the Indiana University Southeast Writing Project (IUSWP) between 2005 and 2006.  Once Teacher Consultants (TCs) returned from the Summer Institute 2006, they formed a team to emphasize the importance of writing and make writers’ workshop consistent throughout Canaan Elementary. They devised a two phase plan: Phase 1 for immediate intervention prior to the 2006 ISTEP test, and Phase 2 the integration of a school-wide writing plan with a designated time set aside daily in all classes for writing. The TC intervention plan is detailed as follows:

Phase 1: ISTEP Intervention (Beginning of the year through the ISTEP test)

· Teachers used the 4 Square writing method with grades 3-5. (Teachers revisit the 4-Square method throughout the year and add grades 1 & 2.) 

· Missy worked with grades 3 & 4

· Missy and Debbie both worked with grade 5.

· Teachers pre-tested and post-tested and saw great gains. ISTEP writing scores improved. (See ISTEP graphs)

· TCs requested funds to purchase a wonderful selection of trade books to use with the mini-lessons. 

· Funds were also used to purchase a great selection of teacher resources

· The administration is totally supportive of this endeavor lead by three TCs.

Phase 2:  School-wide Writing Plan (After ISTEP through the end of the year)

· The entire now school does writers’ workshop from 1:00-2:00 on Tuesday through Friday.

· Debbie, Gretchen, and Missy go into the classes two days per week and present demonstration lessons in writing while the teachers assist. The teacher then prepares follow up lessons for the other two days. (See schedule)

· Gretchen works in Kindergarten & 1st
· Missy-3rd & 4th
· Debbie 2nd & 5th
· ISP’s assist in the classrooms so that they will also be involved and learn the procedures, methods and vocabulary of writer’s workshop. 

· Monday is used as a planning day, but many teachers have chosen to teach a writers workshop mini lesson on this day also.

· Debbie, Gretchen and Missy’s lessons focus on the craft of writing. The teacher focuses on the mechanics of writing. 

· TCs have established a teachers’ writing bookshelf. Those shelves contain professional books and over 100 trade books that are used in many of the writing mini-lessons. 

Positives of the “team” approach to Writers’ Workshop

· The writers’ workshop procedures are consistent in all of the grades.

· Both craft and skills are being taught.

· Students can read to other classes during Author Chair time.

· TCs plan to organize school-wide Author Celebrations, possibly in the evening to promote writing with the parents. 

· The entire school now views writing as important.

· We are all using the same vocabulary when discussing writer’s workshop.

· Teachers that were intimidated by writing have become comfortable with the process. In fact, the most reluctant teachers are embracing writing and view it as a favorite time of the day. 

· Three additional teachers are now enrolled in the Indiana Writing Initiative (IWIN), a four day professional development offered through Wilson Education Center and taught by IUSWP Director Kevin Bailey and Co-director David Stoner. This workshop trains teachers on how to implement writers’ workshop.

· Conversations are taking place about stories during all parts of the day. These are between teachers. Also, students stop adults in the hall and discuss their stories. Everyone is getting excited about writing.

Sources:

· 6 + 1 Traits of Writing- Ruth Culham

· Teaching the Qualities of Writing – Ralph Fletcher

· Lessons that Change Writers – Nancie Atwell

· Units of Study for Primary Writing – Lucy Calkins

· Four Square Writing Method – Judith Gould

Statistical Results as Evidenced by ISTEP

 Canaan Elementary School
According to data on the IDOE website showing ISTEP results for Canaan Elementary School, the following trends seem evident since the intervention of TCs from IUSWP:

· The“Benchmarks” graph and accompanying data reveal a steady increase in third grade ISTEP scores from 2003 (68%) prior to having a TC in the building to the current 2006 results (93%), a 25% improvement.  This significant improvement has occurred with three TCs now working as a team on school-wide intervention.

· Language Arts scores on the third grade test in 2006, immediately following the Phase 1 intervention by the TC team, jumped 18%, from 75% to 93%, over the previous year’s composite score.

· Likewise, the fourth grade students have realized an increase in Language Arts ISTEP scores, moving from 72% in 2005 to 76% in 2006, despite the fact that the top 20% of fourth graders were sent to another school for a gifted program.

· Tracking the 2005 fourth graders who scored 72% also reveals that as fifth graders in 2006, following the Phase 1 intervention, their composite score was 86%, an increase of 14%.

· Similarly, a glance at the “Academic Standards Drilldown” for the 2005 fourth graders as they moved into fifth grade in 2006 indicate significant gains in all six areas tested, most areas more than doubled.  Writing Application increased from 2.3 to 7.4, Writing Process increased from 4.5 to 8.2, and Language Conventions increased from 3.1 to 10.

· Pass Plus data also echoes the effects of TC work in the building.  The second grade teacher is an IUSWP TC.  A look at pass plus scores in third grade in 2004 prior to her training reveals 10% of third graders achieved pass plus. In 2006 after having a TC as a second grade teacher and having the Phase 1 intervention, 19% of third graders scored Pass Plus status, nearly double previous years.

IUSWP Site Schools:  Statistical Results as Evidenced by ISTEP

 Silver Creek Elementary School

In 2003 IUSWP held its first Summer Institute.  Two TCs from Silver Creek Elementary were in attendance.  Silver Creek now has eight TCs in grades 1-4.  This school now has the largest number of TCs of any single school in the IUSWP service area.

According to data on the IDOE website showing ISTEP results for Silver Creek Elementary School, the following trends seem evident since the influx of TCs from IUSWP:

· Overall Language Arts scores school-wide as shown on the “Benchmarks” graph indicate an all time high of 77.5%, a significant increase over the 2001 composite score of 67.9% that reflects the baseline prior to Writing Project influence.  

· “Benchmarks” graphs for grade 5 over the last three years shows a steady increase in Language Arts performance moving from 70% in 2004 to 73% in 2005 and 80% in 2006.  This growth of 10% coincides with the gradual increase in the number of TCs in the grades that precede fifth.

· In third grade in 2005 and 2006 there were three Writing Project teachers and three non-writing project teachers.  In 2005 when students tested at the beginning of grade three the “Academic Standards Drilldown” reveals all five areas tested barely above state average with IPI ranging from 1.6 (Language Conventions) to 6.5 (Reading Comprehension).  Specifically in writing, Writing Applications  was 3 and Writing Process 2.7.  In 2006 the fourth grade scores on the “Drilldown” show a drastically different picture.  The range of the IPI on the standards tested jumped from the 2005 level of 1.6 -6.5 to 5.8-10.4, representing a base increase of 4 points and a doubling on every standard.  Writing Process went from 2.7 to 6.3 and Language Conventions went from 1.6 to 5.8.

· The influence of TCs can also be measured by tracking increases in Pass Plus.  The third graders that tested at the beginning of 2004, before third grade Writing Project teachers had them in class scored 6%  in the Pass Plus category.  By fourth grade in 2005 11% of those students scored Pass Plus, and in 2006 22% of those students in 5th grade scored Pass Plus.  This upward spiral represents a doubling in the Pass Plus category every year following TC intervention that began in grade 3.

III. Evaluation Studies and Impact

IUSWP is now five years old and is beginning to have a concentration of TCs in numerous schools in our service area.  IUSWP is interested in collecting data that would demonstrate the impact of writing project teachers on student performance.   While it is best to track students as they enter and exit writing project teacher classrooms, it is difficult to get permission to track student data by name, since it requires access to student records.  We are able, however, able to access data available on the Indiana Department of Education (IDOE) website. Through this means we have selected schools with TCs at particular grade levels or schools in which TCs have designed school wide writing programs, and we have tracked performance as indicated on the Indiana’s ISTEP+ test.  This high stakes test is given in September each year in grades 3-10.  The intent is to measure student performance on Indiana’s academic standards.  The fall test date, scheduled to be changed to spring next year, was originally selected to measure retention from the previous year. IUSWP selected several schools in which the data shows significant gains as a result of writing project teacher influence.  

Throop Elementary School

A glance at the “Benchmarks” bar graph for Throop Elementary School tells a story of deliberate intervention and the leadership of TC Marsha Wells (2003).  In 2003 Marsha Wells was one of our charter members of IUSWP.  Dr. Bailey, David Stoner, and Marsha Wells provided the school with professional development in the implementation of writers’ workshop.  Wells went on to set up a system for on going training for faculty as well as new teacher orientation at Throop, worked with the principal each year on their professional development plan, attended yearly Advanced Institutes, served as Co-chair of IUSWP Summer Writing Conference  and in 2006 recruited another Fellow to assist in the writing project efforts.  

Statistical Results as Evidenced by ISTEP+

According to data on the IDOE website, the following trends seem evident since the intervention of writing project training at Throop:

· Baseline data from 2000 ISTEP Language Arts test in Grade 3 shows student performance at 59%.  Language Arts scores have shown a significant increase since the implementation of writing project practices.  Wells teaches grade 2, so grade 3 results would most clearly indicate the impact of her practice.  ISTEP results for 2006 were at 83%, a 24% increase over the baseline score. 

·  Each year since Wells training at IUSWP ISTEP results in grade 3 have ranged from 80%-91%, as much as 32% over the pre-writing project baseline of 59%.

Nathaniel Scribner Middle School

Scribner Middle School is an inner city school in New Albany.  It has some of the highest poverty in the New Albany-Floyd County School System and has the highest minority population of any middle school in the system.  Jenny Leist, a 2003 charter member of IUSWP, teaches 7th grade language arts at Scribner.  In 2006, Brad Condra, a 2004 IUSWP TC, transferred to Scribner to join Leist as the other language arts teacher on the 7th grade team. IUSWP is just beginning to track the impact that this team is having on language arts data in 7th grade at Scribner.

Statistical Results as Evidenced by ISTEP+

According to data on the IDOE website showing results for Scribner Middle School, the following trends are in evidence since IUSWP teachers now teach 7th grade language arts:

· Baseline data for 2002 indicates that 59% of 8th graders passed the language arts section of the ISTEP test in the year prior to writing project teacher training.  Benchmark data for 2006 indicates that 72% of 8th graders passed the language arts section of the ISTEP test.  All 7th grade language arts classes are now taught by IUSWP TCs, prior to 2003 no teachers had attended National Writing Project training.

· Eighth grade language arts pass scores have increased by 13% since the intervention of IUSWP TCs in 7th grade.

· Grade 7 pass scores in 2005 were 65%.  In 2006, Grade 8 pass scores were 72%, a 7% gain in one year for students who had writing project teachers in 7th grade.

· The “Academic Standards Drilldown” for Grade 7 in 2005 indicates students Writing Process scores at 4.9 above standard by grade 8 the same students scored 13.7 above standard in Writing Process, a nine point increase.

· Likewise, a glance at all other standards for the 2005 7th graders as they moved into 8th grade in 2006 indicate significant gains in all six standards tested, most areas doubled or tripled.  Writing Application increased from 2.8 to 6.5.   Literary Response increased from 3.1 to 7.1, Reading Comprehension from 3.1 to 6, and Reading Vocabulary from 1.9 to 5.9.

· In 2005 7th graders scored 4% Pass Plus.  By 2006, 7% of 8th graders scored in the Pass Plus category.  Students scoring Pass Plus nearly doubled after having writing project teachers in 7th grade. 

Quantitative Data on Impact 

Details of the benefits of our program can be found in section IIC of this grant, but some data that captures the benefits of IUSWP to students and teachers are as follows:

· 11 TCs presented at the Indiana Teacher’s of Writing (ITW) Conference in Indianapolis

· 2 TCs were chosen as luncheon readers at the ITW Conference

· 3 directors presented at the national level

· 1 director presented at the international level

· 3 Writing Project schools held Writing Marathons modeled after the IUSWP

· 3 TCs sponsored after school/summer writing institutes for students modeled after IUSWP

· 1 director has  published an article in the ISTA Advocate
· 2 TCs have self published books

· 12 TCs wrote/edited the NWP Continuation Grant

· 15 TCs attended the Indiana Writing Project state conference

· 2 TCs assumed leadership roles at the state conference

· 4 Directors and TCs presented at IWP state conference

· 12 TCs attended the NWP Assessment Team Training with Paul LaMahue

· 10 TCs met as a focus group for a retreat  to plan the 2007 Advanced Institute

·  100% of SI and AI TCs contributed to the IUSWP anthology, and two TCs acted as editors of 2007 edition.

· 40% of all 2003-06 TCs came together for our second annual New Year’s Brunch and planning meeting 

· 60 kids have attended the Kid’s Camps for Writers collaboratively established by IUSWP and IUS.

· 72 TCs have now attended IUSWP’s Advanced Institutes.

· 19 Fellows attended the 2007 Summer Institute

· 35 TCs presented at our second IUSWP Writing Conference

· 3 TCs assumed leadership roles coordinating the conference

· 150 local educators and preservice teachers attended the conference

· 2 TCs presented demo lessons for 22 preservice teachers at I
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Silver Creek Elementary School:
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Throop Elementary School:
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Nathaniel Scribner Middle School:
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This data only reflects activities of those TCs who reported their activities to our site and does not capture the activities of the 2006 Fellows as they return to their schools after SI.

This data does enable us to see the impact that we are having in just four years as a Writing Project site.
Statistical Analysis of Writing Project Impact on One School
IUSWP has been able to gather data from Silver Creek Elementary School in Sellersburg, Indiana.  During the 2004-2006 school years there where six teachers at the third grade level. Three of the teachers have been through the Writing Project and three have not. As third graders, students were assigned to these classes with attention to establishing a heterogeneous balance. The Principal, Dr. David Losey, at the request of Dr. Bailey, analyzed the ISTEP data of third grade students who were tracked by teacher after taking the fourth grade ISTEP test.  Student performance on the English/Language Arts composite scores, as well as the Writing Application and the Language Convention scores were the focus of this study.  The data clearly indicated significant pass rates among students who spent third grade in classrooms with Writing Project teachers. 

In non-Writing Project classrooms students averaged a 60% pass rate on the Writing Applications section of the ISTEP Test, while students in Writing Project classrooms attained a 75% pass rate on the same section.  The greatest range in pass rate for Writing Applications was 25.3%. The students in one non-project class averaged 56.5% on the Writing Applications section of the test and the highest scoring writing project students scored an average 81.8%.  In Language Conventions, non -Writing Project students averaged a 61.5% pass rate, while their counterparts in Writing Project classrooms scored an average 78.3%.  The composite Language Arts pass rate for non -Writing Project students was 66.1%.  Students in Writing Project classrooms passed at a rate of 76.7%, a 10.6% advantage. Students who had teachers with Writing Project experience passed the identified Language Arts sections of ISTEP with pass rates ranging from 10.6% - 18% over their peers who were taught by non-Writing Project teachers.  There was a clear 15% advantage in Writing Applications for students who were assigned to Writing Project teachers, and an 18% gain in Language Conventions in classrooms in which student were regularly engaged in the writers’ workshop with attention to revision and editing.  Dr. Losey and Dr. Bailey see this as quantifiable data for students in Writing Project classrooms, and they are continuing to track second year data during the 2006-07 school year. 
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